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are chosen, but one of these quarrels with his superior, and
is expelled from the body; whereupon John offers himself
as a substitute. The abbot only gives his consent to John's
going with great reluctance, knowing that the young monk
had an ardent longing to be a martyr, if he could only get
the opportunity.

Going through Lyons, and by ship to Barcelona, the
ambassadors reached the frontier town, Tortosa, and at
last got to Cordova, where they were assigned a house two
miles from the palace, and, though well entertained, were
informed, to their dismay, that, as the Moorish ambassadors
had been made to wait three years for an answer, Otho's
messengers would have to wait nine years. Moreover, they
now discovered that the king had been already apprised of
the contents of the letter, which Otho had sent, by a comrade
of the late ambassador-bishop, whom John and his com-
panions had taken with them to Barcelona.

The king employs Hasdai, a Jew, as his go-between;
who warns them not to divulge the contents of the letter,
as it would make them liable to punishment; for the letter
contained what Moslems would consider blasphemy against
their Prophet. Soon after this John, the Bishop of Cordova,
is sent to them to suggest that they should carry their gifts
to the king, and say nothing of the* letter. But John of
Gorz stoutly refused to do this, saying that the delivery of
the letter was his chief duty, and that as Abdurrahman had
begun by reviling Christ, he must not be surprised at Otho's
retaliating against Mohammed. However, John of Cordova
begs him to remember the position in which the Christians
stood, viz., under Pagan rule. " We are forbidden," he said,
" by the apostle to resist the powers that be. In our cala-
mity, we have this one consolation, we are allowed to ob-
serve our own laws and rites, and our rulers, if they see
us diligent in our religion, honour us, cherish us, and de-
light in our society, while they abhor the Jews. As our reli-